
Hastings Farm LLC 

472 Hill Street 

Suffield, CT 06078 

 

February 20, 2023  

Testimony in support of:  SB 350 AN ACT EXEMPTING CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL VEHICLES 

FROM THE HIGHWAY USE TAX 

Chairman Fonfara and Horn, Vice-Chairs Miller and Moore and Members of the Finance, Revenue and 

Bonding Committee 

I urge your support of SB 350.  My name is Susan Hastings, my farm is located in Suffield, CT. 

My family and I currently own and operate a farm business that milks around 100 cows, we raise youngstock 

for dairy herd replacements and have a small beef herd.  To support these animals, we grow 150 acres of corn 

for silage and cut 200 acres of hay. In addition, we also process some of our milk into yogurt, cheese and 

bottled milk which we sell in our farm store and wholesale to stores throughout Connecticut. 

PA 21-177 was passed in 2021 which imposed a mileage tax on trucks traveling on Connecticut highways.  

Collection of the Highway Use Tax (HUT) began on January 1, 2023. 

 

Since the passage of that bill Connecticut farmers, who are at the very beginning of the food and horticultural 

supply chain, have experienced unprecedented increases in farm input costs. Fertilizer, which is a global 

commodity, accounts for 15% on-average of farm production cost.  The cost of fertilizer has increased 

significantly since 2021.  Crop production supplies like poly and plastic for hoop houses and plastic containers 

used by the greenhouse and nursery industries have increased by up to 50%.  Farms continue to experience 

supply chain disruptions and labor shortages.  Weather related events like the 2022 drought have further 

strained farm profitability. 

 

I am seeking support of SB 350 for several reasons. Firstly, we have several trucks that would be taxed due to 

PA 21-177. These trucks are used seasonally, much of the time they are used off road, and it will be very hard 

to track the public road mileage vs farm road mileage.  These trucks carry differing loads and weights as well, 

(but never carry the full weight that they are rated for), making each use subject to a different tax rate depending 

on the load they are carrying.  This will be a nightmare to track and submit, and the amount of tax collected will 

be minimal due to the seasonality and low mileage of these trucks. 

 

My next concern is the cost that will be passed on to us from the companies that supply us with fuel, grain, 

fertilizer, bedding, and farm supplies.  This past year, as mentioned above, has seen input costs soar. In our case 

fertilizer increased by 35%, diesel fuel increased by 100%.  This year we are facing lower milk prices and 

continued rising costs. We have no control over the price we receive for our milk, and there is only so much we 

can do to absorb the additional expense.   

 

I urge your support of this bill; it will help us tremendously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Susan R Hastings 

Hastings Farm LLC 

472 Hill St., Suffield, CT 06078 

860-778-7377 

Shastings1731@sbcglobal.net 


